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ever having seen Water but in a Bason, or to make Generals
that never saw any action of war.1
By the time he arrived at the highest command he was
passing the prime of life, and older than many of the leading
generals of the day. The early success and repeated advance-
ment which this chapter records were followed by lengthy
intervals of stagnation. Arabella and Barbara had long
ceased to count with him or anyone else, while he was still
regarded as a subordinate figure, when he had yet to make and
remake his whole career. Continual checks, grave perplexi-
ties, extreme hazards, disgrace and imprisonment, constant
skilful services, immense tenacity, perseverance and self-
restraint, almost unerring political judgment, all the arts of
the courtier, politician, and diplomatist, marked his middle
life. For many long years his genius and recognized
qualities seemed unlikely to carry him through the throng of
securely established notabilities who then owned the fulness
of the earth. At twenty-four he was a colonel. He was
fifty-two before he commanded a large army.
In 1672 the slumbering Treaty of Dover awoke in the realm
of action. Louis, having perfected his plans to the last detail,
suddenly, without cause of quarrel, made his cavalry swim
the Rhine and poured his armies into Holland. At the same
time England also declared war upon the Dutch. The
States-General, de Witt and his Amsterdammers, taken by
surprise, were unable to stem the advance of 120,000 French
troops, atmed for the first time with the new weapon of the
bayonet. Cities and strongholds fell like ninepins. The
Dutch people, faced with extermination, set their despair-
ing hopes upon William of Orange. The great-grandson of
William the Silent did not fail them. He roused and animated
their tough, all-enduring courage. John de Witt and his
brother were torn to pieces by a frenzied mob in the streets
of The Hague. William uttered the deathless battle-cry,
1 " Some Instructions to the Historians for beginning the Duke of Marlborough's
History," by Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough (Spencer MSS., 1744). See Appendix, n,
for full text
85